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1 . This is a response to Applicant's arguments and the Terminal Disclaimer filed on 
10/23/2007, 12/07/2007. The, Paralegal TC has been accepted on 12/10/2007. Sign 
the notice of allowability by virtue of this argument, claims 1-1 1 and 20-22 remain 
pending in this application. Claims 12-19 have been canceled and claims 20-22 have 
been added. Claims 1-11 and 20-22 are allowed. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 1/01/2007. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement has being considered by the examiner. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. Claims 1-1 1 and 20-22 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reason for allowance: 

i 

With respect to claim 1 , none of the references of record teaches or suggests 
the claimed a computer-implemented search and navigation system for a set of 
materials comprising, along with all the other claimed feature, a plurality of 

navigation states, at least the first attribute value pair having a first attribute which the 

i 

first attribute value pair does not describe all the materials that the first attribute 
characterizes, and second attribute pair having a second attitude, which not the same 
as the first attribute, in which the second attribute value pair does not describe all 

the materials that the second attribute characterizes, a set of rules for manipulating 

i 

content provided in response to a query, a first query corresponding to a third 
navigation state corresponding to a third particular expression of attribute-value pairs 
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and a third particular subset of materials, at least a first rule being composed of a first 
trigger for activating the first rule if the third particular expression of attribute-value 
pair satisfies the trigger, the trigger including a third attribute value pair and first action 
for providing a first manipulated subset of materials that is different from the third 
particular subset of materials if the first rule is activated, an interface for providing a 
plurality of transitions, each transition providing a direct path between two of the 
navigation states, a response to the first query, the response including the third 
particular subset of materials if the first rule is not activated and including the first 
manipulated set of materials if the first rule is activated, for modifying one or more rules 
from the set of rules, and providing a representation of how modification of one or more 
rules affects the response to the first query. 

With respect to claim 2, none of the references of record teaches or suggests 
the claimed a computer-implemented search and navigation system for a set of 
materials comprising, along with all the other claimed feature, a plurality of 
navigation states, at least the first attribute value pair having a first attribute which the 
first attribute value pair does not describe all the materials that the first attribute 
characterizes, and second attribute pair having a second attitude, which not the same 
as the first attribute, in which the second attribute value pair does not describe all 
the materials that the second attribute characterizes, a rules engine for defining and 
processing a set of rules for manipulating content for display generated from a current 
navigation state, first content for display being generated using the current navigation if 
no rule is activated, wherein each rule is composed o a trigger for activating the 
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i 

rules if the trigger is satisfied, wherein a first rule includes a first trigger that includes 
a third attribute-value pair, and a first action for providing a first manipulated subset of 
materials in place of the current particular subset of materials corresponding to the 
current navigation state if the first rule is activated and interface. 

Claims 3-4 are allowable by virtue of their dependencies on claim 2. 

- V -J 

With respect to claim 5, none of the references of record teaches or suggests 
the claimed a computer-implemented search and navigation system for a set of 
materials comprising, along with all the other claimed feature, a plurality of 
navigation states, at least the first attribute value pair having a first attribute which the 
first attribute value pair does not describe all the materials that the first attribute 
characterizes, and second attribute pair having a second attitude, which not the same 
as the first attribute, in which the second attribute valye pair does not describe all 
the materials that the second attribute characterizes, an interface for displaying 
content including a representation of a current navigation state, using a first 
representation if no rule is activated, a rule engines wherein a first rule being composed 
of a first trigger for activating the first rule if the current navigation state 
satisfies the first trigger, the first trigger including a third attribute value pair, and 
first action for providing a second representation of the' current naviagiton state in place 
of first rule is activated. 

Claims 6-1 1 are allowable by virtue of their dependencies on claim 5. 

With respect to claim 20, none of the references of record teaches or suggests 
the claimed a computer-implemented search and navigation system for a set of 
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materials comprising, along with all the other claimed feature, a plurality of 
navigation states, at least the first attribute value pair having a first attribute which the 
first attribute value pair does not describe all the materials that the first attribute 
characterizes, and second attribute pair having a second attitude, which not the same 
as the first attribute, in which the second attribute value pair does not describe all 
the materials that the second attribute characterizes, "set of rules for manipulating 
content provided in response to a query, at least a first rule being composed of a first 
trigger for activating the first rule if a third navigation state identified as corresponding to 
a first query satisfies the first trigger, the first trigger including a third attribute-value pair, 
and a first action for generating a fourth particular expression of attribute-value pairs, an 
interface for providing a plurality of transitions, each transition providing a direct path 
between two of the navigation states, a response to the first query, the response 
including the third particular subset of materials if the first rule is not activated and 
including the first manipulated set of materials if the first rule is activated, for modifying 
one or more rules from the set of rules, and providing a representation of how 

'* v -J ' 

modification of one or more rules affects the response to the first query. 

Claims 21-22 are allowable by virtue of their dependencies on claim 20. 

Conclusion ' 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung T. Vy whose telephone number is 571-2721954. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8.30am - 5.30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on 571 272 1834. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

i 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Hung T. Vy 
Patent Examiner. 

Art Unit 2163 
December 4, 2007. 
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